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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY TELEFACSIMILE 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent by telefacsimile to: Commissioner tor Patents, P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, at telephone number 703 872 931 K on September ♦ 2003. 



Suzanne V. Saracen 



RESPONSE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223134450 

Dear Sir: 

This communication is responsive to the Office Action dated April 4, 2003, received in 
connection with the above-identified application- 
Claims 20 to 38 are pending in this application. Claims 36 to 38 have been withdrawn 
from consideration. Claims 20 to 35 stand rejected. 

Claims 20 to 36 have been rejected for anticipation under 35 USC 102(b) or alternatively 
for obviousness under 35 USC 103(a) over U.S. Patent No. 5,539,016 to Kunzler et ah for the 
reasons set forth on pages 2 and 3 of the office action. This rejection is traversed. 

The hydrogels described in the examples of U.S, Patent No. 5,539,016 are not the vinyl 
carbonate endcapped polysiloxane containing hydrogels of claims 20 to 36. A comparison of the 
physical properties listed in Tables 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 5,539,016 with the examples of 
Tables 2-5 of the instant application demonstrates the improved modulus, tear and Dk values 
obtained with the hydrogels of claims 20 to 26. Because the specific examples of Kun2ler et al. 
are not the claimed vinyl carbonate endcapped polysiloxane containing hydrogels of claims 20 to 
36, the rejection of claims 20 to 36 over Kunzler et al is improper and should be withdrawn. 
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Claims 27 and 29 to 31 have been rejected for anticipation under 35 USC 102(b) or 
alternatively for obviousness under 35 USC 103(a) over U*S. Patent No. 5,260,000 to Nandu et 
at for the reasons set forth on pages 3 and 4 of the office action. This rejection is traversed. 

The Examiner points to fomrola III and the R" radicals of Nandu et ah in particular in 
making this rejection. The compounds of formula HI are acrylate terminated for R Sl having both 
R 10 and R" fimctionality; wherein R" denotes a fluoroalkyl radical having 1 to 6 carbon atoms and 
R 10 denotes 



Claims 27 and 29 to 31 are limited to contact lenses made from a monomer mixture which 
comprises a vinyl endcapped polysiloxane containing a fluorinated side chain. Because the 
compound of formula III is not a vinyl endcapped polysiloxane when R s * has R" and R 10 
functionality, claims 27 and 29 to 3 1 are not anticipated or obvious over the compounds of 
formula in of Nandu et al Therefore, the rejection of claims 27 and 29 to 3 1 over Nandu et aL 
is improper and should be withdrawn. 

Applicant appreciates the Examiner's indication that Nandu et al fail to suggest the R" 
group required by present claims 20 to 26 and 2S. 

A favorable action on the merits is requested. The Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned to resolve any remaining issues. 
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